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Grabbing the Food Deserts 
Large-scale land acquisitions and the expansion of retail monopolies

Detroit ’s abandoned lots. Photo by Google.
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1. As quoted in The Atlantic. John Hantz 
Brave Thinkers. The Atlantic. November 
2010. Available at  http://www.theatlantic.
com/magazine/archive/2010/11/john-
hantz/8277
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Foods Co by Susan Mernit of Oakland Local



BOOKS 
FROM 

FOOD FIRST

Food Rebellions! Crisis and the Hunger 
for Justice by Eric Holt-Giménez and Raj 
Patel, with Annie Shattuck. Today there are 
over a billion hungry people on the planet, 
more than ever before in history. Why, 
in a time of record harvests, are a record 
number of people going hungry? And 
why are a handful of corporations making 
record profits? Food Rebellions! tells the 
real story behind the global food crisis 
and documents the growing trend of 
grassroots solutions to hunger spreading around 
the world. Official plans to solve the world food 
crisis call for more free trade and technical 
fixes--solutions that have already failed. 
Food Rebellions! is a trail marker on the 
journey to end hunger and build food 
sovereignty. $19.95
To book one of the authors for a college or 
community event, contact Martha Katigbak-
Fernandez at (510) 654-4400 ext. 221

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY: Reconnecting Food, Nature and 
Community, Edited by Hannah Wittman, Annette Aurélie 
Desmarais, and Nettie Wiebe. Food Sovereignty aims to 
provide for the food needs of all people while respecting 
the principles of environmental sustainability, local 
empowerment and agrarian citizenship. Bringing 
together internationally recognized experts in the 
field, this book critically engages contemporary 
debates on hunger and environment while exploring 
new social directions. Food Sovereignty examines 
the destructive rise of the industrial agrifoods system 

and gives voice to the peasant movements that are planting the 
seeds of a revolution that could fundamentally alter our relationship 
with food — and with each other. $24.95

Beyond the Fence: A Journey to the Roots of the  
Migration Crisis, by Dori Stone, informs the immigration 
debate in the U.S., which is highly controversial, emotional, 
and often confusing. She explores migration issues that are 
largely unnoticed by the public in the 
U.S. and the mainstream media - the 
stories and surprising possibilities that 
get lost in the debate over fences and 
undocumented migrants exploited 
at below minimum wage. They are 
the tales of people’s desperation and 

irretrievable loss, but also their 
growing visions of 

hope. They are the 
stories of farmers, 
politicians and 
activists on both sides of the border.  
“The book is ideally suited for students, 

but I can think of few people who would 
not benefit from reading it.” - Angus Wright, 

author of The Death of Ramon Gonzales: The   
 Modern Agricultural Dilemna $16.95

Caminos: The Immigrant’s Trail  
The companion 20-minute 
documentary DVD, suitable for 
classroom use, includes a study 

guide. $20.00
To order these and 

other Food First 
resources, go to 

www.foodfirst.org  or 
call us at 510-654-4400

save paper, postage, and time by joining our SuStainerS’ CirCle

Call (510) 654-4400 or email info@foodfirst.org for details

sustaining 
food 

first

For as little as $10 a month, you can be a vital part of . . .

Support Food First with easy, automatic 
monthly donations through 

your credit card or checking account.

JOIN FOOD FIRST AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS
more info at www.foodfirst.org

MEMBER BENEFITS:
•  20% discount on Food First books
• Quarterly Food First News & Views and  
   Backgrounders. Call or write for copies to    
   share with friends
• Donate $100-$499 - one free Food First          
   book or T-shirt.
• Donate $500-$999 - Two free Food First  
   books or T-shirts.
• Donate $1,000 or more - receive all Food  
   First materials.
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