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Pesticide Use in California:

More of the Same

esticides continue to threaten

California’s ecosystems and

farmworkers according to two
new reports released by Californians
for Pesticide Reform (CPR), of which
Food First is a member, and Pesti-
cide Action Network North America
(PANNA).

Pesticides Threaten

Birds and Fish

CPR's report, Disrupting the Balance:
Ecological Impacts of Pesticides in Cali-
fornia, calls on the California Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and
the federal government to ban
three pesticides—the organophos-
phate insecticides diazinon and
chlorpyrifos, and the carbamate
insecticide carbofuran—because of
their devestating impact on birds,
fish, and other wildlife.

Over the last 30 years, the agro-
chemical industry has turned from
organochlorines such as DDT toward
neurotoxic organophosphate and
carbamate pesticides. Use of these
toxic nerve poisons continues to
grow, with an eighteen percent
increase in California between 1991
and 1995. Some seventeen million
pounds of organophosphate and car-
bamate pesticides are applied annu-
ally in urban and agricultural settings.

The report’s specific findings include:

* Multiple pesticides are often found
in California waters and sedi-
ments at levels that are lethal to

From Disrupting the Balance

zooplankton, the main food source
of young fish.

 Toxicpulses of diazinon and chlor-
pyrifos occur routinely in Califor-
nia streams and rivers during
critical stages in fish development.

* Carbofuran and diazinon are
responsible for the majority of
bird kills in California.

* Pesticides are used routinely in
national wildlife refuges, despite
laws mandating that protection of
wildlife and the environment take
highest priority in these areas.

The report concludes with a brief
overview of ecologically-based pest
management strategies that represent
a long-term, sustainable solution to
controlling pests without using toxic
chemicals.
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California Agencies Not
Protecting Farmworkers

Fields of Poison: California Farmworkers
and Pesticides, written by Pesticide
Action Network North America
(PANNA), United Farm Workers
(UFW), and California Rural Legal
Assistance Foundation (CRLAF),
found inadequate protection of Cal-
ifornia farmworkers by state and
county agencies.

During 1996-1997, more than 85
percent of documented pesticide safe-
ty violations statewide carried no
fines at all from County Agricultural
Commissioners, and were not record-
ed in permanent statewide records.
Of the fines issued between 1991
through 1996, almost half were less
than $151, and less than five per-
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THE CONGRESSIONAL
PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS

“ECONOMIC HUMAN RIGHTS BUS TOUR,” November 12—14, 1999

he Congressional Progressive Caucus is launching an “Economic Human

Rights Bus Tour” to focus on national priorities for the 21st century, and
violations of human rights due to economic injustices in this country. The tour
is co-sponsored by the Economic Human Rights campaign at Food First/I[FDP
and the Progressive Challenge at the Institute for Policy Studies.

The Progressive Caucus is a 53-member body in the House of Representatives,
chaired by Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR). The Progressive Challenge, with its Fair-
ness Agenda for America and the Economic Human Rights Campaign, has the
support of several hundred public interest groups nationwide.

The bus tour follows President Clinton’s July “New Markets Poverty Tour,” on
which he was joined by corporate CEOs and some members of Congress. On
his seven-city tour the President unveiled his “New Markets Initiative,” focus-
ing on attracting private sector investment to the “untapped markets” of poor
neighborhoods and regions, with federal subsidies (corporate welfare) in the
form of tax incentives, loan guarantees, and the strengthening of the Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act.

We applaud the President for turning his attention to our nation’s poor. Thanks
to the attendant media coverage it is now more clear than ever that while some
members of our population are enjoying the benefits of a booming stock mar-
ket, many others have been left out and are struggling simply to survive. While
the President’s “New Markets Initiative” may be a positive step toward jump-
starting some of our nation’s depressed local economies, by itself this initiative
barely scratches the surface of the problem of poverty in America.

One in every five of our children are living in poverty. The number of children
living in extreme poverty is on the rise, and millions of Americans are working
at more than one job and still not making enough to cover the basic needs of
their families. Something is terribly wrong. Bolder initiatives and a stronger
federal role are needed to address the severity of the problem.

The “Economic Human Rights Bus Tour” will bring members of the Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus to the South to hear testimony from people living
under very depressed economic conditions. The tour will focus on the underly-
ing causes of poverty, and introduce Progressive Caucus initiatives focusing on:

» More acceptable levels of funding for education, health care, and child care

Living wages
» Measures to address the relationships between race and poverty

» Reordering our federal priorities to put meeting the needs of our nation’s poor
at the top of the agenda

For more information about the Economic Human Rights Bus Tour please con-
tact Food Firstat: (510) 654-4400 (x108), or by fax: (510) 654-4551, or by e-mail:
foodfirst@foodfirst.org






